THE ICON OF THE HOLY APOSTLES PETER AND PAUL

Ss Constantine & Helen

The Orthodox Church has a beautiful presentation of the importance and prom-
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inence of the Apostles Peter and Paul with the icon that shows both Apostles
standing together holding an image of the Church.
Both Apostles, being chosen by our Lord, were instrumental in the establishment and growth of the early Church through their boldness, spiritual strength,
and wisdom. Thus they are recognized as "pillars" of the Church, having offered all even unto death for the sake of the Gospel of Christ.
In the icon, the Apostle Paul, the great missionary of the early Church, is holding a Gospel book, while the Apostle Peter offers a blessing with his right
hand. At the top of the icon is the is a semicircle, representing the divine
realm. Rays extend in the semicircle representing the blessings and presence of
God upon His two chosen heralds of the True Faith.

Wisdom of the Holy Fathers
" ou cannot be too gentle, too kind. Shun even to appear harsh in your treatment of
Y
each other. Joy, radiant joy, streams from the face of him who gives and kindles joy in
the heart of him who receives. All condemnation is from the devil. Never condemn
each other. We condemn others only because we shun knowing ourselves. When we
gaze at our own failings, we see such a swamp that nothing in another can equal it.
That is why we turn away, and make much of the faults of others. Instead of condemning others, strive to reach inner peace. Keep silent, refrain from judgement. This will
raise you above the deadly arrows of slander, insult and outrage and will shield your
glowing hearts against all evil."
~St Seraphim of Sarov
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“The Lord is loving unto man, and swift to pardon, but slow to punish. Let no man,
therefore, despair of his own salvation.”
~ St. Cyril of Jerusalem
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Apolytikia - Entrance Hymns
Ote katilthes

(Hymn of the Day)

Tone 2

I ton Apostolon protothroni
(Apostles Peter & Paul)
Tone 4
Preeminent Apostles and teachers of the universe, intercede with the Master of all, to
grant peace to the whole world, and great mercy to our souls.
Tu Stavru su ton tipon
(Hymn of the Church)
Tone 8
Having seen in the sky the form of Your Cross and, like Paul, having received his
calling not from men, Your apostle among Kings, Lord, placed his reigning city in
Your hand, which you guard in peace forever, by the intercessions of the Theotokos,
for You alone love mankind.
Kontakion
Tone 2
Prostasia ton Hristianon
O Protection of Christians unshamable, mediation with the Creator immovable, we
sinners beg you, do not despise the voices of our prayers, but anticipate, since you
are good, and swiftly come unto our aid as we cry out to you with faith: Hurry to
intercession, and hasten to supplication, O Theotokos who defend now and ever those
who honor you.

Epistle Reading

II Corinthians 11:21-33; 12:1-9

BRETHREN, whatever anyone dares to boast of -- I am speaking as a fool -- I
also dare to boast of that. Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So
am I. Are they descendants of Abraham? So am I. Are they servants of Christ?
I am a better one -- I am talking like a madman -- with far greater labors, far
more imprisonments, with countless beatings, and often near death. Five times
I have received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. Three times I
have been beaten with rods; once I was stoned. Three times I have been shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been adrift at sea; on frequent journeys, in
danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my own people, danger
from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brethren; in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless night,
in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure. And, apart from
other things, there is the daily pressure upon me of my anxiety for all the
churches. Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to fall, and I am not
indignant?
If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness. The God and
Father of the Lord Jesus, he who is blessed for ever, knows that I do not lie. At
Damascus, the governor under King Aretas guarded the city of Damascus in
order to seize me, but I was let down in a basket through a window in the wall,

and escaped his hands.
I must boast; there is nothing to be gained by it, but I will go on to visions and
revelations of the Lord. I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was
caught up to the third heaven -- whether in the body or out of the body I do not
know, God knows. And I know that this man was caught up into Paradise -whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows -- and he
heard things that cannot be told, which man may not utter. On behalf of this
man I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses. Though if I wish to boast, I shall not be a fool, for I shall be speaking
the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may think more of me than he
sees in me or hears from me. And to keep me from being too elated by the
abundance of revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of
Satan, to harass me, to keep me from being too elated. Three times I besought
the Lord about this, that it should leave me; but he said to me, "My grace is
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." I will all the
more gladly boast of my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may rest upon
me.
Gospel Reading
Matthew 16:13-19
At that time, Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who do men say that the Son of man is?" And they said, "Some say John
the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets." He said
to them, "But who do you say that I am?" Simon Peter replied, "You are the
Christ, the Son of the living God." And Jesus answered him, "Blessed are you,
Simon Bar Jona! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father
who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my
church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys
of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven."
Announcements
Today
 SUN, 6/29– Holy Apostles Peter & Paul; Fr. Jerome Cwiklinski will celebrate
services.
This Week.
***Fr. Alexander will be away from the Cathedral June 23rd to July 5th and then,
again, from July 7th to July 11th. In the event of a pastoral emergency while Father is
away, please call Fr. Anatole Lyovin at (808) 947-9093.
To Our Visitors:
We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us. Just a reminder, however:
the Sacrament of Holy Communion is a manifestation of the unity of the Body of
Christ. As such, only those who are members in spiritual good standing of the
Orthodox Church – and who have prepared themselves for the Sacrament – may
partake of the Holy Chalice. However, everyone is welcome to come up with our
people at the end of the service to receive blessed bread.
Please be sure to join us at Coffee Hour following Services.

