The Presentation of our Lord and Savior in the Temple
When the most pure Mother and Ever-Virgin Mary's forty

days of purification had been fulfilled, she took her first-born Son

Ss Constantine & Helen
Greek Orthodox Cathedral of the Pacific

to Jerusalem on this, the fortieth day after His birth, that she might
present Him in the temple according to the Law of Moses, which

teaches that every first-born male child be dedicated to God, and
also that she might offer the sacrifice of a pair of turtle-doves or
two young pigeons, as required by the Law ( L uke 2:22-24; Exod.

13:2; Lev. 12:6-8 ) . On this same day, a just and devout
man, the greatly aged Symeon, was also present in the temple,
being guided by the Holy Spirit. For a long time, this man had

been awaiting the salvation of God, and he had been informed by
divine revelation that he would not die until he beheld the Lord's Christ. Thus, when he beheld Him at that time and
took Him up into his aged arms, he gave glory to God, singing:
"Now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, O Master. . ." And
he confessed that he would close his eyes joyfully, since he had
seen the Light of revelation for the nations and the Gloryof Israel
( L uke 2:25-32 ) . From ancient times, the Holy Church has retained this tradition of the churching of the mother and new-born
child on the fortieth day and of
the reading of prayers of purification.

To Our Visitors:
We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us. Just a reminder,
however: the Sacrament of Holy Communion is a manifestation of the unity
of the Body of Christ. As such, only those who are members in spiritual good
standing of the Orthodox Church – and who have prepared themselves for the
Sacrament – may partake of the Holy Chalice. However, everyone is welcome
to come up with our people at the end of the service to receive blessed bread.
Please be sure to join us at Coffee Hour following Services.
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Gabriel the New Martyr of Constantinople; Jordan the
New Martyr; Agathodoros the Martyr of Cappadocia

Apolytikia - Entrance Hymns
Haire keharitomeni
(Presentation)
Tone 1
Hail Virgin Theotokos full of Grace, for Christ our God, the Sun of Righteousness,
has dawned from you, granting light to those in darkness. And you, O Righteous Elder, rejoice, taking in your arms, the Deliverance of our souls, who grants us Resurrection.
Katelisas to Stavro
(Hymn of the Day)
Tone 7

Tou Stavrou Sou
(Hymn of the Church)
Tone 8
Having seen in the sky the form of Your Cross and, like Paul, having received his
calling not from men, Your apostle among Kings, Lord, placed his reigning city in
Your hand, which you guard in peace forever, by the intercessions of the Theotokos,
for You alone love mankind.
Kontakion
O mitran parthenikin
Tone 1
For our salvation You took flesh and You sanctified the Virgin’s womb; You
blessed the aged Symeon as You lay resting in his arms; and having come to save us
all, O Christ our God, to these troubled times, bring Your lasting peace. Give strong
and undaunted faith to all Your people, O only lover of mankind.
Epistle Reading
Hebrews 7:7-17
BRETHREN, it is beyond dispute that the inferior is blessed by the superior. Here
tithes are received by mortal men; there, by one whom it is testified that he lives. One
might even say that Levi himself, who receives tithes, paid tithes through Abraham,
for he was still in the loins of his ancestor when Melchizedek met him. Now if perfection had been attainable through the Levitical priesthood (for under it the people received the law), what further need would there have been for another priest to arise
after the order of Melchizedek, rather than one named after the order of Aaron? For
when there is a change in the priesthood, there is necessarily a change in the law as
well. For the one of whom these things are spoken belonged to another tribe, from
which no one has ever served at the altar. For it is evident that our Lord was descended from Judah, and in connection with that tribe Moses said nothing about priests.
This becomes even more evident when another priest arises in the likeness of Melchizedek, who has become a priest, not according to a legal requirement concerning
bodily descent but by the power of an indestructible life. For it is witnessed of him,
"Thou art a priest for ever, after the order of Melchizedek."
Gospel Reading
Luke 2:22-40
At that time, the parents brought the child Jesus up to Jerusalem to present
him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, "Every male that opens
the womb shall be called holy to the Lord") and to offer a sacrifice according

to what is said in the law of the Lord, "a pair of turtle doves, or two young
pigeons." Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Symeon, and
this man was righteous and devout, looking for the consolation of Israel, and
the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had been revealed to him by the Holy
Spirit that he should not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. And
inspired by the Spirit he came into the temple; and when the parents brought in
the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the law, he took him
up in his arms and blessed God and said,
"Lord, now let your servant depart in peace, according to your word; for my
eyes have seen your salvation which you have prepared in the presence of all
peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel."
And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him; and
Symeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, "Behold, this child is set
for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is spoken against
(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), that thoughts of many
hearts may be revealed." And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher; she was of a great age, having lived with her
husband seven years from her virginity, and as a widow till she was eightyfour. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer
night and day. And coming up at that very hour she gave thanks to God, and
spoke of him to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. And
when they had performed everything according to the law of the Lord, they
returned into Galilee, to their own city, Nazareth. And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.
This Week
Thursday, 2/6– Parish Council Meeting 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, 2/8- ***Byzantine Chant 4 to 5 p.m.; Bible Study 5 to 6 p.m.;*** Great
Vespers 6:30 p.m.
Sunday, 2/9– Triodion begins (Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee); Philoptochos Meeting 12 p.m.; House Blessings in Mililani in the afternoon.
Epiphany/Theophany House Blessings
Now that we have completed the celebration of Theophany, Fr. Alex is available
to bless homes on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays in the afternoons after
1:30 p.m., by appointment. Please see Fr. Alex or call the office to schedule a House
Blessing. House Blessings can be arranged and grouped by region.
Volunteers Needed for Agape Picnic 4/20/2014
We are looking for volunteers interested in helping with the Agape Picnic which is
held annually on Pascha. We will need volunteers who are interested in helping with
either food preparation, serving lunch, setup and clean up and ticket sales. Those who
are interested may contact Anita Higashi at 358-8127 or Tina Dimitrion at 375-2151.
Thank you!!!

