Keeping It Clean
Please help us keep our church and social hall clean. As a reminder, never
bring food or drink into the church. Please watch so that children do not
stand on the pews. Gum chewing is not allowed and gum should never be
deposited under the pews.
Please honor the house of the Lord by keeping it clean and tidy!

Ss Constantine & Helen
Greek Orthodox Cathedral of the Pacific

Why People Fall Away From Christianity
By St. Nikolai Velimirovich

Why do some people, well educated and baptized as Christians, fall away
from Christianity and give themselves over to philosophy and to learned theories, pretending these to be something more truthful than Christianity? They
do so for two principal reasons: either out of a totally superficial understanding of Christianity or because of sin. A superficial understanding of Christ
rejects Him and flees from Christ as does a criminal from a judge. Superficial
and sinful Christians were as often enraged and infuriated with Christianity as
were the pagans. To the superficial and culpable, it was more comfortable for
them to bathe in the shallow swamp of human thoughts than in the perilous
depth of Christ. For those who sincerely follow Christ, He constantly calls
them to a greater and greater depth; as He once said to the Apostle Peter, "Put
out into deep water" (St. Luke 5:4). St. Mark the Ascetic writes that the law of
God is understood in accordance with the fulfillment of the commandments of
God: "Ignorance compels a person to speak in opposition to that which is beneficial and insolence multiplies vice."

The High Bid
Some years ago the owners of a hotel where the Beatles had stayed
decided to auction off the bed linen the Beatles had used. The linen went
to the highest bidder for $750.00!
One of the greatest indicators of what comes first in life is to be found in
that for which we spend our money.
If God is the Highest, how high is the bid of our weekly commitment to
His work?
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Please remember in your prayers:
Marianna, Barbara, Matina, and all those serving in our Armed Forces
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Gospel Reading

February 10, 2013
16th Sunday of Matthew
Commemoration of: St. Haralambos, Priest-Martyr;
St Anastasios, Patriarch of Jerusalem

Apolytikia - Entrance Hymns
Efrainestho ta Ourania

(Hymn of the Day)

Tone 3

Os Stylos Aklonitos
(Hymn of the Saint)
Tone 4
A pillar unshakable are you in Christ's holy Church and, as your own name
denotes, an ever radiant lamp, all-blessed Haralambos, shining throughout
the whole world by your feats as a martyr, driving away the darkness of the
worship of idols. With confidence, therefore, pray to Christ, entreating Him to
save our souls.
Tou Stavrou Sou
(Hymn of the Church)
Tone 8
Having seen in the sky the form of Your Cross and, like Paul, having
received his calling not from men, Your apostle among Kings, Lord, placed
his reigning city in Your hand, which you guard in peace forever, by the
intercessions of the Theotokos, for You alone love mankind.

Kontakion
Prostasia ton Christianon
Tone 2
Champion of Christians not put to shame, advocate before the Maker always steadfast, do not spurn sinners’ voices raised in prayer. In your goodness respond to bring help to us who devoutly petition you. Hasten your intercession and urgently make entreaty; for you unfailingly defend, O Theotokos,
those who honor you.

Epistle Reading

II Timothy 2:1-10
Timothy, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus, and what you
have heard from me before many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will
be able to teach others also. Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No soldier on service gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is
to satisfy the one who enlisted him. An athlete is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules. It is the hardworking farmer who ought to have
the first share of the crops. Think over what I say, for the Lord will grant you
understanding in everything.
Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, descended from David, as
preached in my gospel, the gospel for which I am suffering and wearing fetters like a criminal. But the word of God is not fettered. Therefore I endure
everything for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain salvation in
Christ Jesus with its eternal glory.

Matthew 25:14-30
The Lord said this parable: “A man going on a journey called his servants and
entrusted to them his property; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to
another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. He who had
received the five talents went at once and traded with them; and he made five
talents more. So also, he who had the two talents made two talents more. But
he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his
master’s money. Now after a long time the master of those servants came and
settled accounts with them. And he who had received the five talents came
forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five
talents; here I have made five talents more.’ His master said to him, ‘Well
done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a little, I will set
you over much; enter into the joy of your master.’ And he also who had the
two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents;
here I have made two talents more.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good
and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a little, I will set you over
much; enter into the joy of your master.’ He also who had received the one
talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping
where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not winnow; so I was
afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is
yours.’ But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You
knew that I reap where I have not sowed, and gather where I have not winnowed? Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at
my coming I should have received what was my own with interest. So take
the talent from him, and give it to him who has the ten talents. For to every
one who has will more be given, and he will have abundance; but from him
who has not, even what he has will be taken away. And cast the worthless
servant into the outer darkness; there men will weep and gnash their teeth.”
As he said these things he cried out: “He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”

Today
Philoptochos meets - 12:00 noon

To Our Visitors:
We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us. Just a reminder,
however: the Sacrament of Holy Communion is a manifestation of the unity
of the Body of Christ. As such, only those who are members in spiritual good
standing of the Orthodox Church – and who have prepared themselves for the
Sacrament – may partake of the Holy Chalice. However, everyone is
welcome to come up with our people at the end of the service to receive
blessed bread.
Please be sure to join us at Coffee Hour following Services.

