On the Divine Liturgy
Why do Orthodox Christians Use Incense?
Like many other answers in our Liturgy, the reason is because the Bible
guides us to do so. From Exodus 30: “Make an altar of acacia wood for
burning incense… Aaron must burn fragrant incense on the altar every
morning when he tends the lamps. He must burn incense again when he lights
the lamps at twilight so incense will burn regularly before the Lord for the
generations to come.
“Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Take fragrant spices - gum resin, onycha
and galbanum - and pure frankincense, all in equal amounts, and make a
fragrant blend of incense, the work of a perfumer. It is to be salted and pure
and sacred. Grind some of it to powder and place it in front of the Testimony
in the Tent of Meeting, where I will meet with you. It shall be most holy to
you. Do not make any incense with this formula for yourselves; consider it
holy to the Lord.
We also see incense in heavenly worship around the Throne of the Lamb in
eternity. From Revelation Ch. 5 & 8:
“Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in the center
of the throne, encircled by the four living creatures and the elders
(presbyters). He came and took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat
on the throne. And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the
twenty-four elders (presbyters) fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a
harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the
prayers of the saints. Another angel, who had a golden censer, came and
stood at the altar. He was given much incense to offer, with the prayers of all
the saints, on the golden altar before the throne. The smoke of the incense,
together with the prayers of the saints, went up before God from the angel’s
hand.”
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Please remember in your prayers:
Priest George, Charles, Marianna, Michael, Kristen, Barbara, Matina,
Herakles and all those serving in our Armed Forces
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5th Sunday of Luke
Commemoration of:

St. Ioannikios the Great

Apolytikia - Entrance Hymns
Ton Synanarhon Logon

(Hymn of the Day)

Tone 5

Tais ton Dakryon Sou
(Hymn of the Saint)
Tone 8
With the rivers of your tears, you have made the barren desert fertile.
Through sighs of sorrow from deep within you, your labors have borne fruit a
hundredfold. By your miracles you have become a light, shining upon the
world. O Ioannikios, our venerable Father, intercede to Christ our God, to
save our souls.
Tou Stavrou Sou
(Hymn of the Church)
Tone 8
Having seen in the sky the form of Your Cross and, like Paul, having
received his calling not from men, Your apostle among Kings, Lord, placed
his reigning city in Your hand, which you guard in peace forever, by the
intercessions of the Theotokos, for You alone love mankind.

Kontakion
Prostasia ton Christianon
Tone 2
Champion of Christians not put to shame, advocate before the Maker always steadfast, do not spurn sinners’ voices raised in prayer. In your goodness respond to bring help to us who devoutly petition you. Hasten your intercession and urgently make entreaty; for you unfailingly defend, O Theotokos,
those who honor you.

Epistle Reading

Galatians 6:11-18
Brethren, see with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand.
It is those who want to make a good showing in the flesh that would compel
you to be circumcised, and not only in order that they may not be persecuted
for the cross of Christ. For even those who receive circumcision do not themselves keep the law, but they desire to have you circumcised that they may
glory in your flesh. But far be it from me to glory except in the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the
world. For neither circumcision counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but
a new creation. Peace and mercy be upon all who walk by this rule, upon the
Israel of God. Henceforth let no man trouble me; for I bear on my body the
marks of Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brethren. Amen.

Luke 16:19-31
The Lord said, “There was a rich man, who was clothed in purple and fine
linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man
named Lazaros, full of sores, who desired to be fed with what fell from the
rich man’s table; moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. The poor man
died and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also
died and was buried; and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes, and
saw Abraham far off and Lazaros in his bosom. And he called out, ‘Father
Abraham, have mercy upon me, and send Lazaros to dip the end of his finger
in water and cool my tongue; for I am in anguish in this flame.’ But Abraham
said, ‘Son, remember that you in your lifetime received your good things, and
Lazaros in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are
in anguish. And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been
fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to you may not be able,
and none may cross from there to us.’ And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to
send him to my father’s house, for I have five brothers, so that he may warn
them, lest they also come into this place of torment.’ But Abraham said,
‘They have Moses, and the prophets; let them hear them.’ And he said, ‘No,
father Abraham; but if some one goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ He said to them, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither
will they be convinced if some one should rise from the dead.’”

Today
Autumn General Assembly

This Week


Fri

- St Nektarios - Divine Liturgy - 9:00 am

Next Week
Philoptochos Mtg. - 11:45 am
Someone once said…
Sacrifice is not giving up things, but giving to God with joy the best we have.

To Our Visitors:
We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us. Just a reminder,
however: the Sacrament of Holy Communion is a manifestation of the unity
of the Body of Christ. As such, only those who are members in spiritual good
standing of the Orthodox Church – and who have prepared themselves for the
Sacrament – may partake of the Holy Chalice. However, everyone is welcome
to come up with our people at the end of the service to receive blessed bread.
Please be sure to join us at Coffee Hour following Services.

